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"= NCLE SAM has o keen appre-
Mciation of the value of =&
friendly Intsrchange of per-
sonal letters, His young
Sammies, “somewheérs in France, and
his marines and Jack Tars, who see
that thalr brothers in khakl, arrive on
Ffranch soil, will have advantages for
getting letters from homo scarcely less
than those of us who remain fo watch
so anxlously thelr selfless efforia to-
ward world democracy.
Though letters are not to be address-
ad by Americam mothers, wives, sweet-

hearts and friends, designating or c¢ven
suggesting the location of the unit

where the addressee may be, the city of
Bordeaux {s to serve a3 the bhase,post
office of the American treoops In
France. The man most of us would
probably think of as “the American
Army postmaster in France,” but whom
the Portmaster General calls the
United States Army postad agent in
Europe, s Marcus H. Bunn. Mr. Bunn,
who is now {n Bordenux, organizing the
base office, its possible routes, Its nu-
mercus details and elastic contingen-
cies, I=, In the normal course of events,
in the oiffice of the serond aksistant
postmaster gensral.
*
o ¥

Mr. Bunn hes had experlence with
military mall service !n nearly all of
our island possessions and has assocl-
ated with him several men as fully ex-
perienced as himself, according to in-
formation tendered by the Fost Office
Departmens: superintendent of

AN

JOHN H. COLLIER,
Who acts an money order cashier of the
Tnited Stntes Army post offiee In

A MILITARY POSTAL STATION IN CAMP AT TIME OF SPANIMI-AMFRICAN WAR.
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eradit has been established In Europe,
and this swernment will have the
privilege of drawing upon it as the sit-
ustion neceasitates, his arrange-
ment, it is said, will prevent all anx-
jety concerning the capturing or sink-
Iing 'of ships carrying money to cash
pay warrants.

Tipoh the appolntment of Mr. Bunn as
head of the postal service agency the
Post Office Department issued an order
whigh provided for lower rates of post-
ags thamr usual between thlas country
and the sistar republic. Post cards, let-
ters and printed matter to and from the
army forces were put on the same basis
as such mail sent within our own bor-
ders for delivery. All postmasters have
been so informed, and under such a pro-
vision o letter from Manila to France
will be carried for 2 cents, just as if It
were belng sent from New York to Phila-
delphia. 7

As a further privilege, ‘“soldiers’ Tet-
tera”—a=o indorsed by fleld officer or
chaplain—may he transmitted to their
destination without the vestige of a
stamp. A . O. D. dellvery of this sort
i{sr more welcome tHan =such packages
often are. So if Frank Smith of Corn-
town, 8. D, or Sturtevant Van Rens-
salaer of New York, up state,

penny to his soldierly name, that's a
small matter if he wanta to write to
mother or tfje girl he left behind him.

*

® =
Branch post offices here and there, as
the war ministry of France advises, will
be directed according to the needs of the
troops in the field. The sale of stamps
the arrival and departure of mall and

Hordenuox.

tranaportation there is George T. Leake,
vhief elerk of the railway mall service
nt Houston, Tex., who was selected for
the post in France because of his serv-
jiree connected with military maill on
the horder. Maj Clinton L. Wright, as-
siztant pastmaster at Norfolk, Va,, Is
Aetailed by the War Department to go
tn Bordeaux as superintendent of fi-
nance, while the Warhington post of-
fice is represented by John H. Collier;
who will he money order cashler.

Our soldlers will not he pald in geold
or currency of the U'nited States. They
will be offtred thelr cholice of checks
or French money. Many of these
checks will be mailed back home for
eashing by relatives or for deposnit in
home banks In the sender’s name. For

the earryving out of this plan a wvast

the issuance of money orders have all
been worked into the general plan, to
the satisfaction of both French and
American officials, and as It appears now
there will bhe post offices on wheels.
These are called by the Army and the
Postmaster General *“mobile post of-
fices,"” Various kinds and conditions of
conveyances may be drawn Into t serv-
jice. These vehicies will both collkct and
deliver mall intended for or concerned
with khakl-clad lads whose home ad-
dresses are appended with U, 8. A"
During the Spansh-American war It is
sald that considerable difficulty was had
at some of the military camps in secur-
Ing quirk or regular means of transport-
ing malil, priyvate conveyances finally hav-
ing to be resorted to by the Post Office
Department, and contracts made with
the owners of these for stat periods,

hasn't a |

is dificulty is not anticipWtéd now,
under n yaster scheme of thlnf.‘ in an
effort to get to Cubr without delay and
there estabiish postal sorvice for the
banefit of the Army and Nuvy, Leuls
Kempmer, appointed United Btates postal
agent for Cuba, was permitted by Clara
Birton to take passaze on the Red Crpss
ship the State Af Texas when finding
himself as far as Tampa, Fia, with no
vesse] salling under war orders for per-

haps t B, -
en daye % This in addition. of course,. to the name

Tt I8 understood that Lthere were
herocs connected with this postal serv-
lee so begum: that much illness re-
sulted, and one, if not two, deaths of
men who tried to make thelr gppointed
work have more than material value,
In an effort to et mail to the sol-
diers a manenamed Brewer, who gave
up his life in this postal service, at
one time bought a horse for $110, hired
& native with a pony fAnd set 5IT to
see fhat the officers and men, eamped
cighteon milles away, over impossible
mud roads, in the rainy seasofi, got

their mail. His letter to an assoclate
in the Washington post office Is still
preserved. Tn part, it says: “This
mail in needed at the front. Tt eon-
siuts of oficial documents from Wansh-
ington. besldes family letters that will
be wsppreciated. The Post OfMce De-
partment must not be c¢harged with
failure to deliver inail matter prop-
erly addressed.” He died soon after
thiz trip, &s a result of ~xpiNuras.

The unfortunate conditions of sani-
tation are said to have had muech top do
with the irregularitles and attendant
hardships of post office employves in
Cuba. Yellow fever, spreading very |
rapidly at ene period, made mall da-
fivery and collection among the troops
an impossibility for a time. Thére Was
a great deal of discusaion when the
basts of the present system of military
post offices wapg made, in 1808, One dis-
tinguished m-mg' officer is reported to
have announcefl: “Our men are here
to he taught how to shoot Spaniards,
not how to shufMe postal cards,”

*

* ¥
Field post offices were establisheq In
Parious military camps, the one at the
Chickamauga Natiofigl Park bsing the
most important, Rough temporary
bulldings were erected for this purpase
in the variong training camps at a cost
of 250 ‘or $300. A number of chap-

laing& were detajled to duty with_this
branch of work. For a time Tully
AN pleces of mall  weére bandled
dally. In addition to the heip from
the army thera Wwere twentiy-nine
tralihhed mnil clerks in Attendance.

soldiers of the expeditionary forees in
France should hear the desigmation of
the division, regiment, company and
eorganization It is intended to reach.

and address of the writer, postage
glver praper attention, ete, All post-
masters have orderaz to foriwvard mail
addressed *“American HExpeditionary
Forear™ to New York city.

“There s no provision at present for
parcel pogt servics,” Postmaster Gen-
eral Burleson announced in & reeent
bulletin. *“And postmasters should re-
fuse to mccept for registration letters
cmntllnlnf money or other wvaluables.
Important papers which can be duplj-
cafed may be accepted for registration,
but patrons should be informed that
indemnity will not ba pald for lost reg-
istered madl he puble ghould @
warned that it is not safe to inclose
currency In lettars under any cireum-
stances, and _that money orders sheould
be used forf transmitiing mohey to
imembers 6f the expeditionary forces.”

-

* ¥

Jack Tar's poat office is not a new In-
stitutlsn, though it may take on a new
furbelow or two because of the exi-

gEencies of the war sithation. . And, fur-
below or not, a battleship post offics,
where.a young man in those wider-at-
tha-hem bhlue trousers may walk up te
the wirket for hig mail, just as if he
weoere in the neighborhood of Park mow
and Broadway or the Main street post
office in Stringtown on the Pike, is
something to touch the Iimagination.
“Somewhere in British waters,” some-
where in the blue Mediterranean., or,
maybe, “where the dawn comes uh Hke
thunder, outen China 'cross the bay™—
in many places and in many climeés are
our floating poest offices soen.

One would never think that a sallor
or marine sent out or received 80 ‘many
letters and packagea until permittad to
gee a crowd of bhlusjacksts . cheerfully
jostling one another in a seemingly
endless Hine hefore the slim-barred win-
dows which secreen the mail clerks
working llke the proverbial Trojans to
get the mall stamped and delivered.
And now, in the business of waf, when
the Navy Is greatly increasged. there will

Al mail qaddressed to United States’

POST OFFICE ON U. 8, 8. FLORIDA.,
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be maré lads standing at the wicket
windows with hearts anxious for news
from htime.

Un baard ship there are two' men poml-
nated by thes apmminding officer and ap-
pointed by the Post Offics Departinent as
Navy_ mall elepks. Tliese men are re-

aulred to furnish bond to the department |

and 's-. rddition to their regular pay in
the Npwy the chief clerkk roceives $30 n
month, white his oseistant gets §156. In
addition to the regular mall they also
handle n maomey Fdar Lusiness, il
clerk off duty for a tlme, and n Washing-
top recently. told ane of the voung men in
the recrufting divislon of the Navy who
bud besn Intarested in the post ofllce af-
falrs of the Aepartment that since the
fleel hiad bern Away from shore duty at a
certain polnt on one pay diey which fol-
lowed the declaration of war with Ger-
many 212,000 in money ardera was =ent
out, trom one of the active ships to rein-
l!\_reﬁ ar as bank deposits. A number of
the bluejackets hyve savings nccounts, re-
gardiass of the prevalling idea that sail-
ors fire “spenders,”” and they religiously

A MAIL CLERK ON ONE OF THE
SHIPS OF THE ATLANTIC I-'I;'l]lﬂ'{.

send certain amounts each month to the
oradlit of this attempt to create a nest
rol.

on battleshipa? There are, and exactly
ithe same as you see hare and there on the
streets of any clty, collactions being mode
acrording to ECHETUE, no less than those
attendad to by the clocklike precision of
the other colleetors Ih gray, who make
their rounds fh mail wagons. When the
men get word that mall is leaving the
ships nt such and such a time, word Is
pasred around and all hands get husy
writing letters. 1t follows that the as-
sistant mali clerk immediately
making collections, his bag on hig Laok,
Jugt an If he were on duty on cament
sldeWwnlks Instead of g rolling deck.
These lettern are taken dewn belaw,
where tha office is located, are canceled
there and sent upstatre again to be taken
from the ship, ‘.l!:iln in-the fArst collection,

But there is angther, for about every
Jackle on board has been faverishly writ-
g lettera since word of the outgoing il
wis Irsued, and the final collection Is al-
wnva swollen. This one Is made Just
about Heve mutes before the mall bings
leayve the ships. ““Many. are the letrers
writien F.ur.hll ttl'u_- Irulsé fiftesn minutes of
Erace,” lanugh ¥V o young . KB J.of-

n of Lhu‘t. %rteﬂ!tl:l‘s }‘u‘g-ia In the ‘?E-
crulting division of the Navy Department.

L&
L

“Mall.,” continued this young officer
who hag helped the mall clerks on his
training ship, the Arkansas, many a
time, “when the flect {8 away from any
principal port, comes by the dispateh
boat, whose duty it Is to collect mail
from all ships. Mall clerks from the
varions shipa bring thelr letterms, prel-
ages, ete, over the rail to thia bont,
which doesn’t tarry loug-—again . like
thi¢ postman on land—but 'is soon on
its wayv to the next ship. Thes U, B S,
Yankton. when J wask in the fleet, was
called the mnail boat, and whan the
flegt i=s going away from a special
part the mall must necessarily be re-
ceived at Irregular Intervals. It really
in very interesting to mee the oxcite-
ment the arrival of 4 mail boat creates,
There iz2n't & Inan whe lan't hangine
aver the rall or holding on to a fellow
who ot there first.

“The iInsignia of the Yankton
vellow "Ming with a round_ball in the
center.

Would you think there were mail hoxes |

begins<

1 rather
| were n

all tlioss oagsrly
mall clerks' sweep-
and no mistalks

and sends on deck
awnlted letterr the
Ing day hns arrived,
1t i= sorted ount Nrst, of cournd |
to help one of the men, wheg was o
friend of mlne, in this ond of the Inbow

liked i : fdelivories
LVE right away,
In the ;:"'lm ( rder things on land
whore pdet Mioces the Hindlie
faculty of staming “h”h" the
clerks work.

I n ne
of
have

stin

|
i
nnd In nssietnnt
often untll 10 o'clpck,
mit had come Iin when
from a pringipnl

*

“Ay friend i used to
Work ot nlght,
after a henvy
we were uwny
The hardships n mail c¢lerk
under on bourd hajtleship,
Imaginary. The confusien of the
quarters he of statloned
In, tha conntant passing to fro
the men, the Irregnisr hours and
roll of the hoat—all thexe combine
make the
“The mall ja sorted the
ey, ofticer lu charge of coch divislon
reportioy at the poat oflice After ans
nouncement hng been made that mall
is remdy for delivers Fach petiy of
fcer iz, In turn, responaiblis for $he
delivery of mal! to lile men. Of courao
there are often boys he ean't find
this mall g returmed by hilm to
ofice, so0 ne not go nscray. while
the men pre, in probabillty, oe-
ciplfd with dutles which demand th
pregonce elgowhe e, For registored
mail & ligt im posted, and men ha I
this kind of mall addressad to them »
regulred to roport ut the post oflice,
The mall clerks, 8like Cnesar, know
every one of the 1,500 inen on
ship, and F% the pddressiée of
clagz of mall noeds no Mentification,
na one would naturnlly suppose. It
Inteosting to - remember that
clerks. the ghief clerk at least,
know not only every mian's
the divislon Wbk & In, |
an well. Yen, mnil cof
enlisted men of tha

What wouldd f waolk's
to? Well, probahly thi
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American Woman

BY ALICE ROHE.
Bpecial Correspondence
ROME, - . .
DR three successive nights Ig-
nazlo Sapelli prayed to the Ma-
that he might walk

donpa
agalin.

On the morning of the fourth day,
as he lay in the Hospital Regina Mar-
gherita, his prayer was answered.

The anawer came in the person of
a “sienora Americana,” and from the-
moment she looked upon Ignazio's poor,
mutilated limbs, feet frozen in the
Adamello and then amputated, she has
consccrated her time to artificial

CROCKER CREBEN,

Iimhe, The “signora Americana™ is
Mra. Caroline Croclsr Green. That is
a pame, however, the boys at the Villa
Murafiorli <annot pronounce., Instsad,
they ecall her “The Xadonna of *he
Vooden T.ega' Mrs. Green's frionds
Javgh 4t the title until they xnow the
stary. Then the pathos behind the
name - given her by boys from the
Itallan trenchssa. whe have lost their
limhs for the Fatria, overcomea the
fmpulse to “josh 1this "big-hearted
Ameriean woman w#éo ia beloved by
Itnly's soldiers. iler mission in life |s

MRR CAROCLANE

1 Thas

their feet again. And when they stand
it will be upon good American legs.

*
* ¥ -

It was Ignazio's prayer that made
Mrs. Green a specialist in artificial
limbs. Indeed, what she does not

know on the subject is scarcely worth

knowing.
Mrs. Green Is of the California

Crockers, a daughter of Clarke Crock-
er, a cousin of Mra. Charles B Alexan-
der and Mrs. J. Sloat Fassett of New
vork. In Rome, where she has heen a
prominent  member of the American
colony Yér the past four years, ehe is
consldered a most capable and effica-
clous organizer and executor of relief

work.
When dthe—war broke out she helped

the Belgians; then, when Italy entered
th confliet and Mrs. Thomas Nelson
Page, wife of the TUnited States am-
bassader at Rome, opened her splendid
ouvrolr for the Italian wounded, Mrs.
Green hecanre its director. Her man-
agement of this qulet, unostentatious

but far-reachjng work, supervising the
volunteer Amerlcan helpers, dispensing
sewing to the soldiers’ wives, oversee-
ing shipmnts, has been a notable rec-
ord of efficlency.

But one day Mrs, the

Green visited
boys who have lost iimbs on the bat-
tleflelds are treated before bheing moved
to the Villa Miraflori to become trained
in some useful occupation. Shes saw
three han me young fellows, one
with both feet amputated, the other
two with their right legs gone. From
one of them she hesard of Ignazio's
prayer to the Madonna. Tt was told
simply In answar to her questions as
to thelr hopes for the future,

Mres. Green looked at the fine young
fellow, a hopeless derelict, whosae
feith was urging his pravers to the
odedannie. Then arnd there she declded
the Madonna wweuld onswer his
pravar.

But the wistful look of Giovanni and
iorensc, his companions, haunted her.
The next day, at the American em-
nassy ouvpoir, she told of the hoys
whose =i la fairth war bringing an
answer to hin prayer. |

‘*The troubls s, though,' sald Mra.
Green, ‘I have only encugh wmaoney for
one of iny three soldiers nnd there are
thor= siber two longing for Amerlcan
legn and- I have not the heart to dis-
appoint them. [ wonder {f I should pray
to the Madonna."™ v

That night an envelope was slipped
under the door of Mrs. Green's room
in her hotel. On It was written, “From
the Madonna.” Inside waz a fifty-lire
note. There was no card, but Mrs
Grean knew that an Amerlcan girl
studying abroad had oMclated In the
name of the Madonna. Tha next morn-

» put th Italian boys Jiterally on

Ing came another letter with the same

Hospital Regina Margherita, where the|

Called “The Madonna of the Wooden

bronght at another time by Mrs. Green|the war, an aily of the Pfiria

MES. CRIEEN'S “YHRER MUSKETSOAST—FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:
. LORFNZO DI CAPO.

GIOVANNI ARIONT

IGNAZIO 8SAPELLI AND

words written upon a ‘slip of-paper.
Thi= time there was a hundred-lire note,
*.\i

, The next day an American woman at
the embassy came up “to. her. .

“You don't know Jiow that story af
tha praver to the Madonna touched me,”
she gaid. “Plsase take this hundred-liras

nota to help geét a leg for one of your|

boya." The =ame day another note was
given NMras, Grlen. “f keep thinking

about that prayer fo the Madonng,” the
donor sald, *how I .wish all those boys’
prayers could be answered.” (

And so It went on until within three
days, without asking for & penny, Mrm.
Green had 1,500 lire. With that money
the poor mutllated soldiers becama “her
boys” and forever miore the praver to
the Madomna and wooden legs, un-
poetie hut practical; will be associated
in Rema with Mra. Green.

The devotion of these Itallan soldlers

woollen lezn is unquenchable. There Ia
Glovannl Arios!, whe refuses to accept
any¥ othar knowledge on the subject of
artificial limbs except such as comes
from his Amerioan signorp. Giovannl's
leg wes torm away by an Austrian
shrapne! on Col ! Lana, and he, first
of all of these three mutilated soldiers,
whaR to be fitted to a leg. But he re-
fused.

It must be whderstood that the pro-
curing of artificial limbs from Amerien
in these waAr times i no ensy matter.
rOne day an American woman who was
interested, through-the American clear-
ing house of the Italian mutilated,

eame to the Vilia Mirafiorl with a
wooden leg. Tt was for one of her
special charges=, but, alams, if was a
right leg, nnd her patient hnd lost his
left leg. Bhe approached Glovannl and
offered to glve him her preclous woad-
en leg, which was a fit for him, since
his had not arrived from America. Gio-
vannl gazed at the artificial llmb, but
shook his head firmly:

to thelr Americin Madonna of the

“Slgnora,” he sald, "I prefer to walt

for my wooden leg from America that
my American glgnora is getting me. 1
want to have it from her.”

The devotlon of Laorenzo De Capo is
pathetic. He has such a longing for
his Abruzzi home, but without his
promised American leg he does not want
to return.
L *

& *

At lamt, one day, Mrs, Green arrived
at the villa with an artificial llmb, It
was a fine American leg that worked
to perfection. l.orenzo, guivering with
antlelpation, was lified from his chalr
and the leg was fitted on. It was the
right length, bhut when poor lLorengo
put it on the knee ghot away above the
soynd one, And here i= where one
leitrnn that Ttallans are shorter In the
leg from the knee down than Ameri-
cans. Of course, Lorenzo couldn't tnke
the American wooden leg, and has to
walt for one espoclally made for him.

8ti11 anothar misadventure was to
befall him. A fine artificinl leg was

L

to the willla. But, alas, it was for n
man whose leg
abowe the knee instead of helow.

And lLorenzo—why, Lorenzo begpod
with all the passion of his Itallen saul
that his leg be cut off to fit the arti-
ficlal ond g0 he conld go home with nn
American leg which his signora hnd
brought him.

“Do vou wonder I love these hoyvs nnid
| want _to put them an their feet? in-
 aulred Mra, Green na she wanr jenving
i the villa where she hnd taken long

bath robes or dressing gowni for the
legless men who are eensitive about
their mutilated stumps.
[.Wn had just wvisited the workshop
where Director Bull; nn Amerlean, who
is the wWonder af the Italians, was ovars
seeing the making of wonden lems on
the mericun plan. Director Bull

] egt, but he abrolutely re-
fics detectlon. ﬁmurn!iy. the longing of
the Italian seldiers te hlave American
wooden legs is all the stronger since
Director Bill rides a bicyele, jumps ang
dances about and walks as nonchalantly
ns though hie nether limbs were of flesh
and bene instead of wood.

The Villa Miraftori, once a royal villa.
belongas 1o the Ameérican achool amd
was turned over to the TItnlian gov-
ernment. It s umsed n¥ & convalescent
homa for the mutllated who nre trained
In variaus occupations, Came&o carving
and hookbinding are among the trades,
but the wooden leg Industry Is the one
v hich (nspirea the soldiers.

]
* 3

Here Dr. Della Vedova teaches
boya to work on artificlal 1imbe to Lhe
best advantage possible, with the ma-
terial at hand. The original plan wak
to introduce #n American artificial
1HHmb plant, but lack of proper Amori-
can wood and other obetacles has made
*that project a bit difficult. Despite the
fact that the Ameriean wooden legs
are the lightest and most deslred, cer-
talen red tape has made It excecdingly
hard for Director Bull to go ahead on
ranl  American progressive prineciples,
An objection to having an Ameriean
named plant and American named lega
has caumed hitches In the work of fit-
ting oiut the boys. Mr=. Green, however,
having at heart the welfass of her
charges, savs a leg by any other name
would serve as wall, and she gets her
American legs for her boyvs one after
another. Delin Vedova has done much
and it s hix earnest desire to see the
plant perfécted on Ameriean linés and
to teach the boys the trade of making
“American legs™

S0 far the Itallan government_ has
mude no proviglon to supply artificial
iimbe to its armless and leglogs men,
and for tMat reawon the work of Mras.
Green has been Indeed like a prayer
answered by the Madonna.

“] was mgiven a sum by friends in
America to Alspose pr a8 1 thoiight best '
snid Mrs. Green, ‘“and [ Intend to put
it all In artificial legs."

The hovs at Mirafiarl

the

are all rn-

had been amputated ! ind

s __99
Thera
deeclded ogpie In thelr hearis.
that Ia that the American
won't nagd wooilden legs
“Wouldn't 1t Lie
#ll' her wopflen 1
rupted -ans who |
g doné, though. now
Mra. Thomnan Nelesoan
8,000 lire. to Mrs,
fund, and, accordin
mauation, forty o
ordered from Americn
.
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The Point.

X-PREMIER RENIE VIVIANT of the

Frenoh commission has hmpresssd
the country with his eloguénoes,

They tell a of M Vivianl's
youth He had scoentod an invitation
o nddresa n pollitic: ting, and ha
ldunehed inta his speech with
trepidation, Fagt d all before
him and when he to sit down
there wara lowd erips

3o on! ILeep he o an'™

“Io yvou ronlly wish me to gEo on™
sald M. Vivi i

“ayez! You!
tha andience

“Then this the
M., Viviani, "where
Blite down.™

And down he sat amid
plause than ever before,

The Dessert.

p N official said at dinner,
of n ship eontroversy :
“PTheme wooden ship champlons
an JEnorance aof netund
whirh reminds me of the
“The farmer wis
wifs a supper thot

hag given,

“"The gal,” he sald, ‘told
fair wound up with eclaw.
do you know, Hunnah?

"Of coiiree [ know, Hiram,'
‘Bolaw's a dessert, IMdn't
of chocolate eciaw?

Go on! Go on!" shouted

l=

exnct
n

point,
capible

20t
spealier

Ereater ap-

i apropos

rhow
conditions,
farmer's wife,
degeribing to his
thuelr ity daughter

me the nf-
What's eolaw,

fald ghe.
you never hear




